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The Jimmy Jones Legacy
         By Bob Bohlken

Yes, you are unfortunate to need this medical facility and care, but you are fortunate to be 

experiencing this spacious, comfortable, state of the art private room.  I speak from experience 

because on June 23, 2004. I was one of the first patients to be transferred from a noisy, crowded, 

“semi-private” room.  As a post surgery patient, I found a world of differences.  This new world 

was made possible by the kind generosity of a gentleman named Jimmy Jones.  You may not 

have heard of him for his fame as a thoroughbred horse racing manager and trainer developed 

in the 1930’s, 40’s and 50’s in Kentucky, New York, California and Florida.   Some people who 

should know say that Jimmy Jones and his father, Ben, were the greatest managers and trainers 

in thoroughbred horse racing history.  Both were members of the National Thoroughbred Horse 

Racing Hall of Fame.  They won two Triple Crowns, eight Kentucky Derbies, fifty- four Stakes 

races and had more acclaimed race victories than any other trainer in history.  Their lives and 

their careers began in Parnell, Nodaway County Missouri.

Jimmy’s grandfather, Horace Jones, was a Parnell banker as well as a rancher.  On the ranch he 

raised Registered Black Angus Cattle and saddle horses. Although Jimmie’s father, Ben, 

attended college for a while, he found his vocation, managing and training horses back on the 

Jones family’s farm.  Ben’s national reputation grew when he developed and trained the off 

springs of a well-bred stallion named Seth.  Seth was in the top 20 of the national thoroughbred 

sires list from 1925-28.  Seth was tied for first as the leading sire of two year olds in 1929.  

Unfortunately, Seth died at the age of 19 in 1927.  With his reputation as a breeder, developer 

and trainer established, Ben and his assistant, Jimmy, were hired by Herbert Woolf, owner of 

Woolford Farms/Stables in Kansas City.  With the “Jones Boys” as the trainers, Woolford 

Stables became nationally known and in 1938, Woolf’s horse, Lawrin, won the Kentucky 

Derby.  In 1939 Ben, with his son, Jimmy, as his assistant, was enticed by Warren Wright to 

become the manager and trainer for Calumet Stables in Kentucky.  
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It is interesting to note that Calumet Farms were named after Calumet Baking Soda, a product 

that was developed and made into a multi-million dollar business by William Wright, Warren’s 

Father.    

Jimmy Jones, like his Father, Ben, grew up on the family farm near Parnell.  He attended 

Northwest Missouri State College (1924-26), but left college to devote full time to learn the 

horse training trade from his father, Ben. At the Calumet Farms, Jimmy rose from an “assistant 

trainer,” to a partnership with his father as manager and trainer.

With the “Jones Boys” as managers, developers and trainers, Calumet Horses’ successes 

skyrocketed.  In 1939, “The Jones Boys” found a challenge in developing and training 

Whirlaway, a very nervous, “dumb” and unpredictable yearling that when controlled could run 

like a champion.  In 1941, Whirlaway won Calumet Stables’ first Triple Crown.  He was a 

crowd pleaser because of his ability to “hang back” and then out sprint the other horses in the 

stretch.  He was nicknamed “Mr. Long Tail” and was named “Two Year Old Horse of the Year” 

in 1940 by the “Race Track Journalists”.

 

In the 1940’s, Calumet’s foundation for the most successful thoroughbred breeding in America 

was Bull Lea.  Bull Lea sired Twilight (1944 Horse of the Year), Armed (1947 Horse of the 

Year) and Coaltown (1948 Horse of the Year).  He sired Kentucky Derby winners, Hill Gail 

and Iron Liege and Preakness winner, Faultless.  Bull Lea sired Citation, Triple Crown Winner 

who is believed to be the greatest thoroughbred horse ever to race.  He won the Kentucky Derby 

by 3 1⁄2 lengths, the Preakness by 5 1⁄2 lengths and the Belmont by 8 lengths. (It was interesting 

for me to note that champion horses have stable companions such as goats or other horses.  

Citation’s stable companion was “Bushel” an English bulldog.).  According to Ben and Jimmy 

Jones, Citation was the most intelligent and greatest horse that ever raced and that included 

Man-O-War. Bull Lea was also great grand sire of Tim Tam (who won the Kentucky Derby 

and the Preakness but who broke a bone in his foot during the Belmont and finished the race but 

did not win.) and Forward Pass a Kentucky Derby winner.  All of these horses were managed
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and trained by Ben and Jimmy Jones.  In the winters, the partners would split.  Ben would take 

part of the stable horses to Florida to train and Jimmy would take another part to California.  

Jimmy was the primary trainer of Citation.

In 1947, Ben, because of poor health, relinquished his training responsibilities and Jimmy 

became Calumet’s chief trainer.  Ben remained manager at Calumet until he died in 1961 at the 

age of 78.  In 1964, Jimmy left Calumet Stables to become Director of Racing at Monmouth 

Park, New Jersey, a position he maintained until 1976.

Jimmy and Peggy, his wife for 50 plus years, returned to the home place in Parnell except for a 

few months in the winters.  Jimmy retained his portion, 1,750 acres, of his parents’ estate on 

which he maintained 900 plus head of cattle. In1986, Jimmy sold the land and the cattle to his 

friend, Hale Sanders.  

If you wish to read more romantic, personal and colorful aspects of the “Jones Boys,” read In 

the Winners Circle by Joe Hirsch and Gene Plowden.  Here is an excerpt from the book, “This was 

the America we recall with such affection, an era of rugged individuality when each man stood 

or fell by his own devices.  The Jones boys of Missouri were two of the most rugged, most 

individualistic of them all, battling in barrooms, trading horses with gypsies and Indians, leaving 

town a step ahead of the sheriff on more than one occasion.”

After his career in farm management, Jimmy devoted full time to the study of the stock market.  

He was as successful in financial investments as he was in horse training. 

His wife preceded him in death in 1983 and they had no children.  According to Hale Sanders, 

Jimmy was a very “generous man, but also very frugal in some respects.”

  Jimmy died in September 2001 at St. Francis Hospital at the age of 94.
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In June, 2002, the executors of the Jimmy Jones estate announced the gift of six million dollars 

to the St. Francis Hospital Foundation in Maryville. 

 This is the largest financial gift ever received by the St. Francis Hospital Foundation. Jimmy’s 

primary intent for the money was the establishment of private rooms for the patients, but part of 

the six million has been invested by the Foundation to provide future improvements to the 

Hospital.  From my own experience as a patient, I say “Thank you for a gift that keeps on giving 

to many; Mr. Horace (Jimmy) Jones; you are a winner.”

Information used here came from Hale Sanders (interview), James Fussell’s “Heart of a 

Champion” (Kansas City Star, June 30, 2002); Suzanne Wilding & Del Balso, The Triple Crown 

Winners (Parents Magazine Press, New York, 1957); Pohla Smith, Citation, (Eclipse Press, 

Lexington, Kentucky, 2000); Joe Hirsch & Gene Plowden, In the Winner’s Circle, (Mason & 

Lipscomb, New York, 1974).

Terms used in the article defined:

American Triple Crown—a phrase coined by a racing news writer referring to the winner of 

the Kentucky Derby, the Preakness Stakes and the Belmont Stakes, all prestigious Winners of 

three year old thoroughbred racing classics.  It was based on the Triple Crown concept 

established in England.  Kentucky Derby—established 1875 and run at Churchill Downs, 

Louisville, Kentucky.  It, with all its glamour, pomp and circumstance, is sometimes referred to 

as “The greatest two minutes in sports.”  Preakness Stakes—The richest of the three races was 

first run in1873 at the Pimlico Race Course, Baltimore, Maryland.  Belmont Stakes – run at 

Belmont Park, Long Island, New York. Established in 1867, it is the oldest of the three races.  It 

also is the longest of the three with a course of 11/2 miles. Stakes—a race in which the owners 

of the entries pay subscription and entry fees that make up the prize money.   Sweepstakes – a 

lottery by which the fee paying owners are chosen to run and the prize money comes from all 

horse owners’ dues participating in the lottery.  Futurity Race-- for two-year old horses whose 

parents as well as the racing horses themselves have been registered and fees paid years in 



�

�������������������� ������������������������������������������������������������������������

������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

���������������������������������

advance of the race.  Furlong— 1/8th of a mile or 220 yards.  Handicap Race – a race in which 

the competing horses are assigned additional weight to carry.  It is an attempt to equalize the 

competing horses’ chances of winning.  The amount of additional weight is determined by the 

“racing secretary” on the basis of each horse’s win record, age, gender, size and race distance.  

Age—for racing purposes every thoroughbred becomes one year older on New Years Day no 

matter when he/she/it was born. 
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The Calumet Horses

Trained By

H. A. “Jimmy” Jones
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Bewitch - brown filly, 1945, by Bull Lea, out of Potheen, by Wildair. 
55 starts, 20 firsts, 10 seconds, 11 thirds.

Total Earnings: $462,605 

In 1947, 2-year-old filly Bewitch joined Calumet’s outstanding males in giving the farm its finest 
year. She won 8 of her 10 starts and handed stable mate Citation his only defeat by beating him 
in the Washington Park Futurity. For her efforts, she captured 2-Year-Old Filly honors. Bewitch 
returned at 3 with 4 victories, including wins in the Artful Handicap, the Cleopatra Handicap, 
and the Modesty Stakes. In 1949, Bewitch finished out of the money only once en route to 
capturing the Handicap Mare championship. 

Bewitch’s career continued at 5 and 6 with moderate success. Ironically, in her last start in the 
Hollywood Gold Cup, she finished second to Citation. Citation’s victory enabled him to become 
the first Thoroughbred to surpass $1 million in earnings, and Bewitch’s second-place earnings 
were enough to make her the all-time earnings leader for her sex to that time. 

Bewitch was elected to the National Museum of Racing Hall of Fame in 1977. 
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Coaltown - bay colt, 1945, by Bull Lea, out of Easy Lass, by Blenheim II. 
39 starts, 23 firsts, 6 seconds, 3 thirds.

Total Earnings: $415,675 

As a yearling in 1946, Coaltown was considered by trainer Jimmy Jones to be the stable’s top 
colt prospect, rated higher than stable mate Citation. At 2, however, Coaltown developed 
respiratory problems and did not start. He returned at 3 with early victories in the Phoenix 
Handicap and the Blue Grass Stakes, setting up a classic inter-stable confrontation with Citation 
in the Kentucky Derby. After taking the lead, Coaltown came back to his stable mate and 
finished second to Citation by 2 lengths. Coaltown went on to complete a successful year and 
was awarded the 1948 Sprinter Championship. 

Coaltown returned in 1949 and, filling the void left by an ailing Citation, captured top handicap 
honors. He established a new world record for the mile and equaled the record time for 1 1/8 and 
1 1/4 miles in winning 12 of his 15 starts and finishing second in the other 3. 

Coaltown continued to race for two more years before being retired in 1951.
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Two Lea - bay filly, 1946, by Bull Lea, out of Two Bob, by The Porter. 
26 starts, 15 firsts, 6 seconds, 3 thirds.

Total Earnings: $309,250 

Two Lea as a 2-year-old showed no indication of unusual class, winning only one race late in the 
season. In 1949, she was sent to Maryland with Jimmy Jones while Wistful joined the other 
Calumet division to prepare for the Kentucky Oaks. 

Two Lea came on strong at 3, winning her first 3 starts, including the Princess Doreen Stakes. 
After finishing second to No Strings in the Modesty Stakes, Two Lea went on to win the 
Cleopatra Handicap and the Artful Stakes and finished her campaign with a victory in the 
Ramona Purse at Santa Anita. For her efforts, she shared 3-Year-Old Filly honors with stable 
mate Wistful. 

Two Lea captured the Handicap Filly crown in 1950 although she had only 5 starts and 2 
victories. Her most important win came in the Santa Margarita Handicap in January. She 
developed foot problems and did not start after finishing second at Arlington Park on July 15. 

Two Lea returned with a strong performance in 1952. She won 6 of 11 starts, including the rich 
Hollywood Gold Cup. 

After her 6-year-old campaign, she was retired and became a marvelous broodmare. Her produce 
included 1958 Kentucky Derby and Preakness winner Tim Tam and stakes winners On-and-On 
and Pied d’Or. Two Lea was elected to the National Museum of Racing Hall of Fame in 1982.

21 Starts, 7 Wins, 4 Places, 2 Shows; Career Earnings: $199,460
Barbizon (c, 2) won 5 of his 6 starts in capturing the 2-Year-Old Colt crown. 

He was owned by W. L. Jones Jr. and bred by Calumet Farm, Kentucky. At age two, Barbizon 
won the Golden State Stakes; at three he was 2nd in the Hutcheson Stakes. Barbizon became the 
champion 2 year-old colt in 1956 and died in 1983. Barbizon is buried in the Calumet Farm horse 

cemetery.
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